








Who was  
Jean Baptiste Dewin ?  
some characteristics

In this opening article Carlo R. 
Chapelle recalls the architect 
Jean-Baptise Dewin, through the 
eyes of his contemporaries.  
We know very little about the man 
who was Jean-Baptiste Dewin. 
In some ways a man of his time 
he is invariably cited in relation 
to his hospital architecture, 
which he unfailingly imbued with 
the same aesthetic qualities of 
comfort he aspired to for his 
private houses. He was also a 
man of loyal friendship, admired 
by his peers. His body of work was 
quite considerable when viewed 
at the level of a single person. It is 
recognisable due to its coherent 
style and spans just over forty 
years, from 1898 to 1938.
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